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July 28, 2022 
 

The Honorable Senator Maria Cantwell 
United States Senator 
Chair, Commerce, Science, & Transportation 
Committee 
254 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510  

The Honorable Roger Wicker 
United States Senator 
Ranking Member, Commerce, Science & 
Transportation Committee 
512 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
(Sent via electronic e-mail) 
 
The Airport Consultants Council (ACC) enthusiastically endorses the nomination of Phillip (Phil) A. 
Washington as the next Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 
 
The 240 member companies of ACC plan, design, and build airports in the United States and 
around the world. Our members play a key role in enhancing the safety and operations of 
airports, which are critical to our country’s overall economy and connectivity. Representing tens 
of thousands of airport development experts, we have a unique understanding of the aviation 
system and the role of the FAA. 
 
Aviation continues its rapid recovery from the global COVID 19 pandemic. While passenger 
ridership continues to climb, the industry struggles to meet the demand given the lack of workers. 
Our nation’s airports continue to play catch up with upgrading aging facilities and adding capacity 
to meet future demand. The industry also faces opportunities and challenges from nascent 
technologies, such as drones, Advanced Air Mobility, and commercial space transportation. 
 
The FAA is at a critical juncture and needs visionary leadership to help navigate the agency in a 
thoughtful and collaborative way. Without question, Mr. Washington has the experience and 
credentials necessary to lead the FAA. He has led some of the largest and most complicated 
transportation agencies in the country, including serving as CEO of the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, and before that, CEO of the Denver Regional 
Transportation Authority. He currently serves as the CEO of the Denver International Airport, 
giving him a unique understanding of the many stakeholders and essential components of our 
overall aviation system. 
 
Mr. Washington also understands the critical importance of attracting more workers and 
increasing diversity within the industry. Phil has excellent experience connecting his previous 
agencies with underserved communities, and has established programs to attract students to 
careers in transportation. He created and built The Seed School of Los Angeles, the nation’s one-
of-a-kind transportation infrastructure school, to take in at-risk high school students from 
underserved communities and create opportunities for them in transportation jobs. He also built 
extensive outreach and engagement programs for minority and women-owned small businesses 
in Denver. 
 



 
FAA needs a strong manager, and we are confident that Phil brings the experience and leadership to 
help solve our nation’s aviation challenges. Serving with distinction, he had 25-years in the U.S. Army, 
earning the highest enlisted/non-commissioned officer rank that a person can achieve, Command 
Sergeant Major/E-9. This service, along with running large, complex transportation agencies, provides 
Phil unique experience at the right time for FAA. 
 
In summary, ACC enthusiastically supports the nomination of Phillip Washington and his appointment to 
FAA Administrator. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
T.J. Schulz, President 
 
 


