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Chris Spaulding Named in Top 40 Under 40 by Airport Business  

 
Alexandria, VA - The Airport Consultants Council (ACC) is pleased to announce the recognition of Chris 
Spaulding as a 2015 Top 40 Under 40 by Airport Business. The magazine’s annual Top 40 Under 40 
issue highlights outstanding, up-and-coming individuals in the business of aviation and airport 
management who are shaping the future of the industry. This issue also marks the first year of a 
partnership between Airport Business and ACC, in which ACC provided three judges to assist in the 
selection process of the 2015 winners. Judges included Carol Lurie, Principal and Senior Planner at VHB 
and 2015 ACC Board Chair; Laddie Irion, Senior Vice President, National Aviation Market Sector Leader 
at HNTB and ACC Past Board Chair; and Courtney Beamon, President at Delta Airport Consultants and 
ACC Past Board Chair. 
 
“There is no question that Chris has made a positive impact on the airport development industry in his 
short time with ACC,” said ACC President T.J. Schulz. “Chris is passionate about the industry and 
aviation in general, and his work in fostering training and networking opportunities through the ACC 
Young Professionals Forum has helped to inform and engage the new generation of industry leaders.”  
 
Chris joined ACC in January, 2013. As Coordinator of Communications, he currently manages the 
council’s communications platforms as well as their Young Professionals Forum, which has over 200 
members and fosters professional development training and networking. Prior to joining ACC, Chris 
graduated from St. Cloud State University, in St. Cloud, MN with a Bachelor of Science in Aviation 
Management in July, 2012. He was very involved in the university’s American Association of Airport 
Executives (AAAE) student chapter, volunteered at multiple airports during his collegiate career including 
the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, and interned during the summer of 2011 in Washington, 
DC, at a political consulting firm. He is currently working on his private pilot license and volunteers at 
Reagan National Airport as a customer service volunteer, and he intends to increase his involvement in 
airports and airport development during his career at ACC. 
 
To read the full edition of the magazine, visit here. To read Chris’ profile, visit here. 
 
ACC would also like to recognize and congratulate all other recipients who were listed in Airport Business’ 
Top 40 Under 40. In particular, congratulations to the following ACC members: 
 

- Harper Hicks Bateman, Vice President at Corgan Aviation Studio  
- Isilay Civan, Senior Associate, Specialist at HOK 
- Indhira Figuereo Blaney, Associate Vice President, AECOM  
- Timothy Fish, East Region Aviation Practice Lead / National Aviation Business Class Director at 

HDR 
- Clint Laaser, Project Manager / Terminal Planner at HNTB Corporation  
- Kara Lentz, Aviation Project Manager at WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff  
- Brad McAllister, Director of Marketing at AirIT, An Amadeus Company 
- Thomas Roda, Technical Director, Aviation at Atkins  
- Eileen M. Vélez-Vega, Assistant Vice-President at Kimley-Horn Puerto Rico LLC 
- Will Watkins, Project Manager – DFW Airport / TRIP at Lea+Elliott 

 
 

The Airport Consultants Council (ACC) is the global trade association that represents private businesses 
involved in the development and operations of airports and related facilities. ACC is the only association that 
focuses exclusively on the business interests of firms with airport-related technical expertise. ACC informs its 
members of new trends while promoting fair competition and procurement practices that protect the industry's 
bottom line. Founded in 1978, ACC Headquarters is located in the Washington, D.C. area. View this release 

online at www.ACConline.org . 
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